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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-9 are pending in the application. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 6, and 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Harre et al. {Reactive & functional Polymers 41 (1999), pp. 1 1 1-114}. 

Harre et al. disclose a process for preparing solid phase bonded 2-chlorotrityl 
chloride, comprising reacting solid phase bonded hydroxylated 2-chlorotrityl in the 
presence of a chlorination agent (thionyl chloride) and an organic solvent (methylene 
chloride) (see section 2.2 and 4.1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for alt 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4, 7 and 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harre et al. {Reactive & functional Polymers 41 (1999), pp. 111-114}. 

Applicants claim a process for preparing solid phase bonded 2-chlorotrityl 
chloride of formula I, wherein dioxane is used as the organic solvent, HCI is used as the 
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chlorinating agent and the reaction time is from 6 to 96 hours. The Harre et al. do not 
teach these differences but such differences (i.e., solvent, chlorinating agent, reaction 
time, etc.), absent any unexpected results, would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art. 

One having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to experiment with 
different solvents, chlorinating agents and reaction times (depending on cost and 
availability of such reagents) so as to arrive at optimum results or at the very least arrive 
at other art recognizable alternative means of preparing the said solid phase bonded 2- 
chlorotrityl chloride of formula I. The presently claimed invention would have been 
therefore obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elvis O. Price whose telephone number is 571 272- 
0644. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner s 
supervisor, Johann R. Richter can be reached on 571 272-0646. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business£enter (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Elvis O. Price 



